How to ace DI-LR section in CAT?
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In the last two years, the data
interpretation and logical rea-
soning (DELR) section in the
Common Aptitude Test {CAT)
has sapndbageed the seopes of
many a test-taker; thus making
its mark as the most difficult of
Lhe three sections of the test. A
majorreason istheunpredicta-
bilityassociated with DILE—not
knowingwhat isgoing tounfold
this thme arownd. For instanmoee,
instead of the tradifional sets
thathad appeared il CAT 3015,
of late, the section has been rife
with puzzle-type questions with
noclear distinction between LR
and DI sats.
The ‘1IM dollar’ question:
How does one prepare for DILR
Beforeidentifyinga prepara-
thon strategy, 10 lmportant o
plapoint what LR focnses on.
The section tests you on two
things only:
+  Common senses and your
ability toapply it
Can you stay calm under
pressure?
Basieally, it's like a top-order
batsman batting with a tail-
ender. Can he soalk all the pres-
sure; and plek and choose the
bowler and delivery to take
advaniage of? Similarly, can vou
keep your cool; and tell yourself
thatit's atest of just 12-14 ques-
lions!
Thus, the first change one
nesds to make is to view LRDI
not as asection of 8 sets, hutasa

J2-question ball-game. And the
firat step would be to convinee
yourself to not try and attempt
everyihing. Hereln starts the
processofunlearning.

The next step is 1o identify
opportunities to encash, Just
like the hatsrman in our cxample
chisoses the bowler and delivery
he wants to capitalize on, simd-
larly, you need to spol the sels
you want to attempt, as well as
the questions in those sets you
shyourld attempt first. To do this,
Tollow o 3-step thivmb role:

Step 1: Spend the firet 10min-
utes of the secton skimming
thirotgh all the sets, W hile dolng
so, don't just go through the
maotherdata, but alaolook at the
questions. Those starting with
Iff and those that Inelude ‘Can-
not be Determined’ (CBIN) in
theiroptions are signaling vou to
leave them alone. ldentify the
priority (order) in which you
wouldwant to pick up the sets—
bazed on familiarity and com-
fort.

Step 2: Remember that youare
ahuman being - ves, that'scriti-
cal! Tmplication? Well.notheing
ableto solve agueston s noe big
deal. However, how guickly you
identify such guestions, and
meve on is definitely a big deal?
ldeally, you should be able to
spod i not-le-gl tempd seCin aboul
A-hminutes. Just tell vounrselfit
was a corker of a delivery; but
you survived, and tred the
v ler out.

Step & Keepin mind thatit's
naot about solving all questions

froma particular set, bt about
solving the easiest ones—14-16
questions, to beprecise. Thatcan
beachileved by identifying 4zets,
wherein you solve almaost all
questions; or, solving around 2
guestions fromeach of thed sets,
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In the actual exam, as per the
trends in the last few years, an
attempt of 12-14 guestions 1=
3 Bthof the paper. So, with 100%
accuracy you will score 4042
marks, which,in refurn, will get
vou close to a 97-98%ile+. The
key, as mentioned, is to keep it
simple. Follow the thumb rule;
and formulate your exam-day
strategy. Keep time aside (o go
through the guestion paper; aod
choose the setawhich you would
beattermpring. Remember, tie
Is precious; waste it wisely!
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